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June 18, 2019
At Friday’s Sustainability Summit you agreed to have someone look into applying for a NJ BPU grant to support a revision of the Middletown Energy Plan.

Later during the Summit, we heard more about the grant.  We then examined the grant requirements, and found the grant requires support by multiple entities: municipality, schools, businesses, non-profits.  “Middletown for Clean Energy” has been striving for a broad team; however, this grant requires an even broader scope.  Attached are comments and recommendations, and proposed work to contribute to the grant proposal.  We are very excited about the prospect of having this grant and the support of a consultant in undertaking this work.
Middletown Superintendent of School Dr. William George announced work on a “Strategic Plan”.   We are arranging a meeting with the Superintendent to discuss the addition of “clean energy” to the district’s Strategic Plan.  We will also ask for Middletown Schools’ participation in planning and drafting the Middletown Clean Energy Plan.  
On June 14, representatives of the BPU’s Division of Clean Energy (NJCEP) spoke at Sustainable Jersey’s “Sustainability Summit” about the need to get local buy-in in order to reach 100% clean energy by 2050. This will require a holistic plan.   NJCEP is awarding $5K to $25K grants (based upon population size and quality of the proposed project) to create a Community Energy Master Plan to align local communities with the State Energy Master Plan.  

The Middletown Energy Master Plan project would include the following:
· Creation of an energy profile

· A look at energy use as a whole: business, residential, and community (municipal and schools)

· A short term and a long term plan, including principles of the NJ 2019 Energy Master Plan, applicable Actions of “Sustainable Jersey”, update of the August, 2010 draft “An Energy Plan for Middletown Township”, and input from residents and businesses in Middletown Township.
The following link on NJCEP’s website takes you to the application, which is a PDF document:
http://www.njcleanenergy.com/main/grants-solicitations/grants-and-solicitations-0
Following is the direct link to the PDF.
http://www.njcleanenergy.com/files/file/Community%20Energy%20Plan%20Application_QO18070698.pdf
The application states: ”projects are expected to begin the planning process within one month of receipt of grant, produce a Community Energy Profile within six months and within one year develop a Community Energy Master Plan to align the community's energy use with the 2019 New Jersey Energy Master Plan goals.” Documentation affirming following must be attached, to show at minimum [our comments shown in braces]:

· Two Government entities [can be municipal, school, or county; we strongly encourage a joint plan between the municipality and Middletown Public Schools]

· One business or business association [could be Eastern Monmouth Chamber of Commerce, or individual businesses, such as AT&T, likely our largest energy user, who also has broad energy expertise; a clean energy business; a car dealer with knowledge of upcoming vehicle technology; or an electrical or HVAC contractor]

· One nonprofit [could be local churches; we have connections to 3 Middletown churches with strong environmental commitment; Lions Club or similar; also Middletown for Clean Energy is sponsored by Sierra Club Ready for 100 campaign and Climate Reality 100% Committed campaign, both 501c3]

· One transportation partner [school bus company is most likely]

Project Budget would include: consultants, benchmarking, audit services, meeting space …

Evaluation criteria (applicants are rank-ordered, based upon total point score):

· Planning Committee: Diverse list of willing partners to participate in the Community Energy Plan committee – 30 points   [Any or all the above, plus Middletown Green Team; Middletown Environmental Commission; Middletown High School North Green Team; Middletown High School North or South Environmental Club; Monmouth Community Climate Coalition; Clean Ocean Action … ]

· Past Success: Demonstrated success in participating in Clean Energy Programs and energy and emissions reduction programs in the past: 20 points  [LONG LIST OF Middletown Township and Middletown Township School System Sustainable Jersey CLEAN ENERGY ACTIVITIES… listed on Sustainable Jersey website]

· Identified Opportunities: Opportunities to enhance clean energy production or reduce energy use, encourage waste and emission reduction: 20 points  [This plan needs to be fleshed out, but should include municipal complex features, microgrid, train station solar canopy … ]

The draft of the NJ Energy Master Plan, an important input to our local plan, is described and linked below:

“Today, the State of New Jersey released the Draft 2019 Energy Master Plan (EMP), which provides an initial blueprint for the total conversion of New Jersey’s energy profile to 100 percent clean energy by 2050, as directed by Governor Murphy’s Executive Order 28. The plan defines clean energy as carbon-neutral electricity generation and maximum electrification of the transportation and building sectors to meet or exceed the Global Warming Response Act greenhouse emissions reductions of 80 percent relative to 2006 levels by 2050.”

Electrical Aggregation. We learned, also at the June 14 Sustainability Summit, through energy consultant Concord that Red Bank is planning to enter into a Renewable Electrical Aggregation contract. Sustainable Jersey’s requirement for awarding points for Energy Aggregation is that the contract provide a minimum of 20% renewable above the state-mandated Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS). The town’s renewable percentage will increase as the RPS increases. This allows for contracts giving customers a path toward 100% clean while providing them savings of 10%-20% on their bills. Red Bank is looking for other towns to partner to gain additional volume cost savings. Asbury Park is considering. Middletown could provide substantial leverage just because of its size. We strongly urge Middletown to join this partnership; we might even consider enlisting other RAGE partners.
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